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Jan. 29: The armed forces press office (COPREFA) reported that fighting in San Antonio Los
Ranchos, Chalatenango department, caused the deaths of five rebels and one soldier. Another two
soldiers were wounded. In Jiquilisco, Usulutan department, one soldier was wounded during a
clash with rebels. Two soldiers and one rebel died and four soldiers were wounded in combat near
Tecoluca, San Vicente department. Soldiers also discovered the partially decomposed bodies of
two rebel combatants in an abandoned rebel camp in the area. One rebel was killed and another
wounded during a clash with soldiers in Guatajigua, Morazan department. Another rebel was killed
in Comasagua, La Libertad department. Jan. 30: In Chinameca, San Miguel department, a National
Guard member was wounded during a rebel attack. Jan. 31: COPREFA reported that seven rebels
and two soldiers were killed in fighting in Portillo del Norte, Chalatenango department. Three
soldiers died and two more were wounded when a grenade accidentally exploded in Santa Rosa
de Lima, located in eastern El Salvador. The Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN)
reported that in San Jose Cancasque, 90 km. from San Salvador, rebels caused 25 army casualties
and took seven soldiers prisoner. Feb. 1: COPREFA reported that fighting outside Tecoluca, San
Vicente department, left one soldier dead and seven more wounded. According to Defense Minister
Gen. Rene Emilio Ponce, 23,480 rebels, 9,140 soldiers and 5,300 civilians have been killed in the civil
war. Feb. 2: In a Radio Farabundo Marti broadcast, the FMLN claimed army troops suffered 475
casualties in January, and that 29 soldiers were taken prisoner by the rebels. The rebels reported
downing two helicopters last month. In addition, the rebels destroyed 62 components of the nation's
electricity grid. Army sources reported that in January soldiers dismantled a lab used by rebels to
manufacture explosives. In addition, troops confiscated several mortars, five rifles, 500 grenades,
a LOW rocket launcher, and 12 sticks of dynamite, among other weapons and materiel. COPREFA
reported that five soldiers were wounded in fighting outside of San Jose Cancasque. Rebels attacked
the military garrison located in Cerro Las Minas, 81 km. north of the capital. No casualties were
reported. Military sources reported that soldiers pertaining to the 5th Infantry Brigade discovered
the corpses of four rebels in Tecoluca. The four were apparently killed during a clash with troops
the previous evening. Feb. 4: In a broadcast by Radio Farabundo Marti, the FMLN reported that
army troops suffered 32 casualties in fighting during the weekend in San Antonio Los Ranchos,
Chalatenango department, and elsewhere. Of the total, five deaths and 21 wounded correspond
to the Cobra counterinsurgency battalion. The rebels also reported that two soldiers were injured
during a clash in the northern region of the country. COPREFA reported that one soldier and two
rebels were killed and six soldiers wounded during clashes with rebels on Saturday in Chalatenango
department. Three rebels were killed in skirmishes in San Miguel department and in Metapan,
Santa Ana department. Two rebels were killed and two more were wounded in a clash with soldiers
in Quebradona, San Miguel department. Two rebels were killed in fighting in Nombre de Maria,
Chalatenango. Feb. 5: COPREFA reported reported that four rebels were killed and five more
wounded in a clash with government troops in El Transito, San Miguel department. Fighting in Las
Vueltas, Chalatenango department left one soldier wounded. (Basic data from EFE, 02/02-03/91;
ACAN-EFE, 01/30/91, 02/03-05/91; AFP, 01/30/91, 02/01-02/91, 02/04/91)
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